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29 North Wacker Drive Phone: (312) 252-1500
Suire 920 Fax. (312) 252-2400
Chicago, llhinos 60606-2832 www flercher-sippel.com
AUDREY L. BRODRICK Sepiember 5, 2013

(312) 252-1518
abrodrick@fletcher-sippet com

VIA FEDERAL EXPRESS Office ofTER

Proceedingg

Ms. Cynthia T Brown SEP § - 7013
Chief. Section of Administration Portof
Office of Proceedings Public Re.
Surfacc Transportation Board ecord
395 IZ Street. S.W . Room 1034
Washington. DC 20024

Re  Docket No. AB-303 (Sub-No. 42X) T

Wisconsin Central Ltd. =" Ahandonment
Exemption -- In Brown County, Wisconsin

Dear Secretary Williams:

Enclosed for filing in the above-captioned procceding arc an original and ten
copies of the Petition for Exemption of Wisconsin Central Lid., daied Scpiember 6. 2013, A
check n the amount of $6,500. representing the appropniate lec for this filing, 1s attached.

In accordance with 49 C F.R § 1152.60(c), a computer disk coniammng the text of
the drafl Federal chmw notice of this petition for excmption (Exhibit B to the Petiton) in MS
Word 2010 format also is enclosed For convemence. this disk also contamns the text of the
Petition for Exemption,

The original copy of the Environmental/Historic Report (Lixhibit E to the Peution)
has been provided directly to the Board's OfTice ol Environmental Analysis

If you have any questions regarding this filing. please fcel free to contact me.
Thank you fo1 your assisiance on this matter  Kind regards.

FILED Respectfully submitied.
Audrey |. Brodrick
FRA TRANSPOR%TIOB A0ARD  Allorney lor Wisconsin Central Lid.

ALB.dg
linclosures
ce Ms Victoria J. Rutson, Room 1106
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BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

DOCKET NO. Al-303 (SUB-NO 42X)

WISCONSIN CENTRAL LTD.
-- ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION --
IN BROWN COUNTY, WISCONSIN

PETITION FOR EXEMPTION OF
WISCONSIN CENTRAL LTD.

Pursuant 10 49 U.S.C. § 10502 and the regulalions of the Surface Transportation
Board (the "Board") a1 49 C.FF.R. §§ 1121 and 1152.60, Wisconsin Central Lad ("WCL") hereby
peutions the Board for an exemption from the prior approval requirements ol 49 U.S C, § 10903
for WCL 1o abandon a line of railroad. referred to herein as "the Line." extending from mulepost
97.75 and cnding a1 mulepost 98 08 1n Denmark, Brown County, Wisconsin, a distance of
approximately 0.33 nules A map showing the locaiion of the linc to be nbandoned is allached to
this Petition as Exhibit A. A dralt Federal Register notice of this Petition in the form prescribed
by 49 C.F.R § 1152 60{c) is antached herelo as LExhibit B.

Aficr abandonment, and assumung that thc Stalc of Wisconsin waives ils
acquisition rights under Wis, Stat Ann 85.09, the rald and wrack matenals on the Line will
remain in place and will be transferred to United Cooperative, the sole shipper on the Line, so
that it may expand and improve its fucilitics for continued and (uture increased rail service Inits
current configuration, United Cooperalive's facihity in Denmark cannot handle ns recent growth
in business, largely duc to the fact that its rail facilities are not suflicient lo handle such volume.
Because the Line will simply be converied from a regulated line of railroad to private industry

track, United Cooperative will remain a rail-served property alter the abandonment. Umied




Cooperative fully supports WCL’s petition Lo abandon the Line as the company’s [uture business
development is dependent on its abihity to expand its rail facilines A letter from United
Cooperative in support of WCL's petiuon to abandon is autached hereto as Exhibit C.

Aside from existing rail waflic to United Cooperative, there 1s no reasonable
possibility for the development of other rail traffic as United Cooperative is the end of WCL's
line and there is no further trackage beyond the United Cooperauve Facility.  An original
verification as required under 49 CFR 1152 is attached hercto as Exhibit D.

As discussed [urther below, abandonment of the Line plainly sausfics the
exemption criteria of 49 U.S C § 10502, and this pettion should be granted.

In accordance with 49 C.F.R § 1150.60(d), a copy of this pcution has been served

on Lhe partics designated in 49 C.F R. § 1152.50(d)

L IDENTIFICATION OF PETITIONER

Petitioner WCL is a common camcer by rail which owns or operates
approximalcly 2400 route miles of rail line in the states of lilinois, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota
and Wisconsin, WCI. is a wholly-owned indircct subsidiary of Canadian Nauonal Railway

Company. Sce Conachun National Ry. Co. -- Contral -- Wisconsin Central Transp Corp., 5

S T.B. 890 (2001).
The complete name and address of WCL is:
Wisconsin Central Lid.
17641 South Ashland Avenue

Homewood, lllinois 60430
(708) 332-4381

IL. DESCRIPTION OF LINE TO BE ABANDONED
1. T'he Linc WCL sceks to abandon is a singlc-irack. stub-ended line that begins al a

connection with WCL’s mainline at milepost 97.75 and ending a1 milepost 98.08 i Denmark,




Wisconsin. The Line is situated in Brown County, Wisconsin and cxtends a total distance of
approximately 0 33 miles.

Aficr recciving the authority to abandon, and subject to the State’s cooperalion as
noted above, WCL will convey the track and pioperty 10 United Cooperauve, the sole smpper
currently on the Line, so that that it may expand and improve its facilities. Aside from the
already exisling rail traffic 1o United Cooperauve, there is no reasonable possibility for the
development of new rail traflic as the Line’s mainline ends at Pine Street and there is no further
trackage beyond that street. The wrackage south of Pine Street was abandoned several years ago
and twned into a trail See STB Docket Number Docket No AB-303 (Sub-No 34X) Thus,
United Cooperative 1s the only shipper on the Linc.

The right-of-way ol the Line is gencrally 58 feel wide Pursuant to 49 CF R
§ 1152.60(d), WCL staies that, bascd on information in its possession, the Line docs not contain
federally granted righis-of-way.  Any relevanl documentation on this subject in WCL's
posscssion will be made available prompily to those requesuing it. The Line traverses United

States Postal Service Zip Code 54208.

Ill. JURISDICTION AND STATUTORY STANDARDS

The Board has jurisdiction over the proposed abandonment of WCL's Line
pursuant 1o 49 U S.C § 10903. Generally, a1 common carrier by rail must obtain authority from
the Board under Scction 10903 before abandoning a linc of railroad 1llowever, 49 U.S.C.
§ 10502 requires the Board 10 exempl a person, transaction or service {rom the statutory and
regulalory requiremenis olherwisc applicable to a rail carrier when the Board determines that.

(1) applicauon of those 1equirements is not necessary 1o carry oul the rail transportation pohey of




49 U.S.C. § 10101; and (2) cither (a) the transaction is of limiied scope or (b) regulation 1s not

nceded to prolect shippers from an abuse ol market power.

1V.  CRITERIA OF 49 U.S.C. § 10502

A, Detailed Scrutiny Under 49 U.S.C. § 10903
Is Not Necessary To Carry Out The Rail
Transportation Policy Of 49 U.S.C. § 10101

Granting WCL an cxcmption to abandon the Line 1s consistent with the goals
articulated in the National Rail Transportaiion Pohicy, 49 U.S.C. § 10101  As explained above,
United Cooperauve has cxperienced a sigmificunt increase in business and its current {icilitics
cannot adequately handle this increase in business  To meet the demands of this new business,
United Cooperative needs 10 expand and re-develop its rml facilities so that it can increasc its rail
scrvices 10 accommodate 11s business growth. Thus, by allowing WCL 1o abandon the Line and
transfer the line and property o Umited Cooperative for further expansion and development,
WCI. will sec an increase rail trafTic and revenue in the future. This transaction will allow WCL
1o mecet the needs of United Cooperative and increase WCL's revenues, as well as encourage the
honest and cflcctive management of railroads.  Additionally, the transaction will promote the
devclopment of an economucally sound and efficient transportation system. 49 USC.
§§ 10101(3). (4). (5) and (9).

The rail transportation policy also provides that the Board should mimimize the
need for [edersl regulatory control over the rail transpoitation sysiem, expediie regulatory
decisions and reducc barriers 1o exit. 49 U.S.C. §§ 10101(2). (7), and (15). The statutory
exemption procedure ol Section 10502 obwiales the need lor the expensive and time-consuming

processes attendant 0 a proceeding under Scction 10903, including the costs of preparing an
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application. Reliance on the adequaie and cxpeditious cxemption procedure hercin would
minimizc Board regulation of this transaction and reduce the regulatory burden on WCL.

None of the other rail transportation pohcy ciriteria will be adversely affected.
United Cooperative is the only shipper located on the line and there is no [urther trackage beyond
the United Cooperative [aciily. Afier abandonment, rail services will continue and in fact
incrcasc lo United Cooperative.

3. The Transaction Is Of Limited Scope

The transacuon for which exemption is sought consists solely of the abandonment
of a stub-ended spur track totaling approximalcly 0.33 miles and which serves only ene shipper.
Additionally. there 1s no reasonable prospect of future rml traffic. beyond that to Unied
Cooperauve, as there is no further trackage beyond the Uniied Cooperative facility. The
proposcd abandonment clearly is of limited scope

C. Regulation Is Not Necessary To Protect
Shippers From An Abuse Of Market Power

Since this transaction is ol linited scope, WCI. does not need 1o demonstrate tha
rcgulation is unnccessary to protect shippers from abuse of market power. 49 USC.
§ 10502(a)(2) Even so, 1t 1s clecar that this transaction will not and cannot subject shippers Lo
any markel power abuse, As stated above, United Cooperative 1s the only shipper on the line and
there is no further trackage beyond the United Cooperative facihity. Rail service to United
Cooperative will continue afler abandonment.  Accordingly, regulation by the Board of this

ubandonment is not and cannot be necessary to protect any shipper [rom an abuse of power.

V. LEVEL OF LABOR PROTECTION TO BE IMPOSED
WCL does not anticipatc any adverse impact on employment {evels as a result of

the proposcd abandonment Subsequent to abandonment, the Line will remain a rail-served



http://adver.se

facility and in fact, WCL and United Cooperative anuicipate an increasc in rail traffic as a result
of the abandonment and Uniled Cooperative's facility cxpansion. WCL agrees that the

appropriate level of employee protecuon to be imposed on this abandonment 1s that established

in Oregon Short Ling R. Co. -- Abandonment -- Goshen. 360 I C.C. 91 (1979)

VL. ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT
In accordance with the requirements of 49 CF R. §§ 1105 7(2), 1105.8(a) and

1121.3(b}), an Lnvironmental/Historic Report is attached as Exhibit E to this Petition.

WHEREFORE, WCI. respect{ully requests that the Board exempt from the prior
approval requircments of 49 U.S C. § 10903 the abandonment by WCL. of uis line extending (rom

milepost 97 75 and ending at milepost 98.08 in Denmark. Brown County, Wisconsin

Respectfully submutted,

Audrey L. Bdnick
Fletcher & Sippel LLC
29 North Wacker Drive
Suie 920
Chicago, [llinois 60606-2832
(312) 252-1500

ATTORNEYS FOR
WISCONSIN CENTRAL LTD.

Dated: Seplember 6, 2013




CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
| hereby certify that on this 5™ day of September, 2013. a copy of the forcgoing
Petition for Exemption of Wisconsin Central Ltd. was served by first class mail. posiage
prepaid, upon the agencies specified in 49 C.F R. § 1152.50(d)(1) and all known customers on
the line to bc abandoned, as follows:

Ms Leanna Wall

Dircctor, Bureau of Railroads and Highways
Wisconsin Department of Transportation
PO Box 7914

Madison, WI 53707-7914

Wisconsin Deparument of IGA Rclations
P.O. Box 7868

101 East Wilson Street, 6th Floor
Madison, W1 53707-7868

Mr. Tom Tidwell

Chief of the Forest Service

U S. Depariment of Agnculre
1400 Independence Avenue, S W
Washinglon, DC 20250-0003

National Park Service
Aty Charlic Stockman
Ory: 2220

1201 1 (Eye) Street NW
Washington D C. 20005

Ralroads For National Defense Program

Military Surlace Deployment & Distribution Command
Transporiation Engincering Agency

1 Soldier Way, Bldg. 1900W

Scotl AFB, IL 62225- 5006

United Cooperative

Attention David A, Cramer
N7160 Raceway Road

Beaver Dam, Wisconsin 53916

‘/{mem Ptk

Audrey IG Brodrick
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Federal Register Notice
Docket No. AB-303 (Sub No. 42X)

Notice of Peittion for Exemption 10 Abandon

On Seplember 6. 2013, Wisconsin Central Lid. (*WCL™) filed with the Surface
Transportation Board, Washington, DC 20423, a petition lor exemption for WCL 1o abandon a
line of milioad extending from milepost 97.75 1o milepost 98 08 in Denmark, BBrown County.
Wisconsin, a distance of approximately 0.33 mules. The line o1 which the abandonment
exemption request was liled naverses United States Poslal Service ZIP Code 54208,

The line does not contain lfederally gramed rights-of-way. Any documentation in
the rarlroad’s possession will be made available promptly Lo those requesting it.

The mteiest of railroad employees will be protected by the conchitions specified in
Oicpon Short Line R. Co_-- Abandonment -- Gioshen, 360 I.C C 91 (1979).

Any oller ol linancial assistance will be due no later than 10 days afier service of’
a decision granting the petition lor exemption

All interested parties should be aware that following abandonment of rail service
and salvage ol the line, the line may be suitable for other public use, including inierim trail use

Any request for a public use condition and any request lor trl use/rail banking
will be duc no later than 20 days aficr notice of the liling ol the peution for exemption is
published in the Federal Register,

Persons secking further inlormation conceming abandonment procedures may
contact the Surface Transportation Board or refer to the full abandonment regulations at 49 CIFR
part 1152, Questions concerning envitonmental issucs may be ditccled 10 the Board's Oftice of
Environmental Analysis.

Any cnvironmenltal assessment (EA) (or environmental impact statement (EIS). il
necessmy) prepared by the Office of Environmental Analysis will be served upon atl parties off
record and upon any agencies or other persons who commented dunng its prepatation  Any
other persons who would hke to obtain a copy of the EA (or EIS) may contact the Section of
Environmental Analysis. [EAs in these abandonment procecdmgs novmally will be made
available within 60 days of the filing ol the petiton  The deadline for submission of comments
on the EA will generally be within 30 days ol its service,

i2




EXHIBIT C

G
UNITED
COOPERATIVE-~
RELY ON UES

Re' Petition for exemption for the abandonment, AB — 303 (Sub-No. 42X)
Dear members of the Surface Transporiation Board

I'm writing this letter in supporl of, and to stress the importance of Wisconsin Central Ltd 's (WCL) petition
for exemplion for the abandonment of line of raliroad, referred to heren as the United Cooperative Spur,
extending from Milepost 97 75 to the end of the line at Milepost 98 08, a distance of approximately 0.3
miles in Denmark, Brown Couply, Wisconsin

United Cooperative is the sole shipper along the United Cooperative Spur The United Cooperative facility
in Denmark 1s the end of WCL's mamnhne and accordingly, there 1s no rail service beyond the United
Cooperative faciity Untied Cooperalive is the largest farm-supply cooperative in Wisconsin and the 60th
largest agricultural cooparative In the United States With more than 77 years of expenence, cur care
business includes the areas of feed, grain, agronomy, fuel, propane, and lubricants. We have locations
throughout south-central and north-east Wisconsin and excel in efficiency. financial success, and
customer service,

In recent years, United Cooperalive has experienced a significant increase in business, and as a result, a
significant demand for an increase n rail services For example, in 1984, United Cooperative had $7
mullion n sales, in 2012, we had $643,000,000 in sales Dunng the early part of 2012, United Cooperative
merged with three smaller cooperatives in north-east Wisconsin. Included on this list 18 our Denmark,

Wis , fesed, grain, agronomy, and energy location, In its current state, United Cooperative's facility in
Denmark cannol handle this growth, largely due to the fact that our current raif facilihes are not large
enough to handle such volume In order to effectively grow and handle this increase in business, United
Cooperative needs o expand its facilily and re-develop the property to allow for an increase in rail
service To accomplish this goal, Unted Cooperative and WCL have come lo agreement wheraby WCL
will convey the very Imited track identified above so that United Cooperative can re-develop the property
and rail faciities and make the necessary changes to accommodate the expansion of its business After
the completion of this re-development, WCL will conlinue lo service United Cooperatve Of course, this
agraemenlt 1s contingent upon the Board's approval of WCL's petilion for exemption to abandon the
United Cooperative Spur and end its common carrier service on this portion of railroad line

Without the Board's approval of WCL's petition for abandonment of the United Cooperative Spur, United
Cooparative cannot expand its business, and rail service needs to accommodate the current demands of
iis chents Accordingly, United Cooperative supporls WCL's petition to abandon in full if you need any
more informalion, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Thank you for considenng our position in support of WCL's abandenment of the United Cooperative Spur
Sncerely,

Dawvid A Cramer

United Cooperative President and Chief Executive Officer

N7160 Raceway Road » Beaver Dam, WI 53916 « 800-924-2991 » P 920-887-1756 * F 920-885-2753

www unitedcooperative.com -



http://unitedcooperative.com

VERIFICATION ,

State of Minois )
) SS:
County of Cook )
Hq.nu.jtlf‘ -
Brian Metwerlt

Buohgag , heing duly sworn, deposes and says that he 1s the _Strafegies fo; Wisconsin
Central Lid., that he has read the foiegoing Petition for Exemption and knows the facts asseried

therein, and that the same are true as stated.

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO
beloie me this L™ day AR AR AR R

of Qucuak 2013, : OFFICIAL SEAL

REBECCA S BOTT 4
NOTARY PUBLIC - STATE OF ILLINOIS

Qoo A, ok bt

Notary Pubhic
My Commission expircs:
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BEFORE TIIE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

DOCKET NO AR-303 (SUB-NO 42X)

WISCONSIN CENTRAL, LLTD
-- ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -
IN DENMARK, BROWN COUNTY, WISCONSIN

ENVIRONMENTAL/HISTORICAL REPORT

Wisconsin Central, Ltd ("WCL") submits this Environmental/Hislonc Report in
compliance with the reporting requirements of 49 C.FR §§1105.7 and 1105.8. Supporting
correspondence is attached It is the conclusion of this Report that the proposed abandonment, 1f
implemented, will not significantly affect either the quality of lim human environment or the

conservauion of cnergy resources

ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT - 49 C.F.R.

1. Proposed Action_and Alternatives. WCL secks lo abandon a portion of its
railroad line starting at MP 97.75 and ending at MP 98.08 in Denmaik, Wisconsin (“the Linc™)
The Line is situited in Brown County, Wisconsin and extends a lotal distance of approximately
0.33 mules.

Aler recerving the authouty o abandon, WCL will convey the track and property lo
United Cooperative, the sole-shipper currently on the Line, so that that it may expand and
improve its facilities. Aside from the already cxisting rail traffic to United Cooperative, there is
no rcasonable possibility for the development of new rail tiaffic as the Line’s mainline ends at

e Street and there 15 no finther trackage beyond that sticet  The trackage south of Pinc Sireet
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was abandoned scveral years ago and turned into a uail. A map showing the location of the Line
and suriounding streets 1s attached herein as Appendix A

Because United Cooperative will be purchasing the property and rail from WCL, 1t will
remain a ral served property following the abandonment  Accordingly, the vast majonty of the
rail and nack materials will remain in place following this abandonment. Thus, the rallbed and
subgrade of the Line will remain in place and not be disturbed  There arc no grade crossings
within this abandonment. There arc no brndges located along the Linc and The State Histonc
Preservation Office within the Wisconsin Historical Socicty ("SHPO") has indicated thal no
historic structures will be affected by abandonment of this Line.

No altematives to the proposed abandonment have been considered.

WCL has contacled and requested comments from the Brown County Board of
Supervisors. Sce correspondence attached hercin as Appendix B. WCL has received no
commenis to dale.

2. Transportation System. WCL docs not anticipate that cxisting regional or local
transportation systems or patterns will be affecied by the pioposcd abandonment since WCL
intends on continuing service to the one cuirent shipper by rail. Thus, no traffic will be diverted
to other tiansportation systems o1 modes as a result of the proposed ubandonment, Thete is no
overhead trafTic on the Line, and no passenger tramns are operated over the Line.

WCI, has contacled and requested comments from the State of Wisconsin Department of

Transporiation Sce correspandence attached herein as Appendix € WCL has reccived no

comments 1o date.




3. Land Use.

(i) WCL docs not foresee any inconsislency wilh 1egional and/or local land
usc plans, but has contacted and requested comments from the NOAA/National Geodetic Survey.
The NOAA/National Geodetic Survey has responded Sec coriespondence attached herein as
Appendix 1D, ‘To the exient that WCI, engages in salvage actlivities of the Line, WCI, will
consuli with the National Geodetic Survey prior to beginmng any such activities that will disturb,
or destroy any geodctic stauon marks.

(1) The proposcd abandonment lics cnurely within the limits of Brown
County, Wisconsin The Natural Resourcc Conservauon Service (NRCS) has been conlacted
and comments requcsied. Sce coircspondence attached herein as Appendix E. WCL has
received no comments to date.

(in) Tlus track does not appear to be within a designated Coastal Zone
Management Aiea and, accoidingly, the proposcd abandonment will not affect any land or watcr
uscs in such an arca or result in any coastal impacts. WCL has conlacted the Office of Water at
the US Enviionmental Protection Agency, to deteimine whether the proposed abandonment is
consistent with applicable federal, state and local water qualily slandards. Scc coirespondence
attached hercto us Appendix ' WCL has rcccived no comments to datc. The rail and other
salvageablc matcrials will largely remain in place therclore proper erosion control in the removal
of rail is not an 1ssuc

(iv)  WCL 1s not aware of any aliemative public use under 49 U S C. § 10905

for which the remainder ol the right-of-way would be suitable




4, Energy.

()] The proposcd abandonment will not have any cffect on the uansportation
of energy resources No encrgy resource commodiies move on the Line, and WCL foresecs
little or no possibility that such on-hne tralTic would develop in the fulure

(ii)  The movement and/or recovery of recyclable commoditlies will not be
adveiscly affected by this abandonment. No such traffic has been handledd on this ling, and WCL
foresees little or no possibility thal any online recyclable commodity traffic would develop in the
future.

(iii)  Abandonment will not result in an increase or decrease in overall encrgy
ciTiciency. The single shipper currently located on the Line will continue to operate afles WCL’s
abandonment of the Line and thus there will be no changes in existing transportation patterns or
encigy usage as a result of the proposed abandonment.

(iv)  Not applicable. Abandonment of the Linc will not causc the diversion of
more than 1,000 rail carloads per ycar or an average of 50 1ail carloads per mile per year io
motor carricis

5. Air.

(i) Not applicable. Abandonment will not result in (A) a minimum increasce
in rail wraffic of 100% or eight (rains per day on any segment of rail line, (B) an incrcase n rail
yaid activity of at least 100%, or (C) an average increasc in truck trafTic of morc than 10% of the
average daly trafTic or 50 vehicles per day on any road segment.

(i)  Not applicable. Abandonment of the Linc will not result in traffic

increases which exceed the thresholds specified in 49 C.F.R. § 1105 7(e){5){(ii)(A), (B) or (C).
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(iii} Not applicable The transportation of ozone depleting malerials 1s not

contemplated

6. Noise. Not applicablc. As indicated above, none of the thresholds identified in
49 C.F R § 1105.7(c)(5)(1) will bc exceceded as a result of the abandonment

7. Safety.

@ The proposed action will have no,adverse effect upon public health or
safcty This abandonment will not requirc salvage opcrations as the track will Jaigely remain in
place.

(i)  Not applicable. To WCL's knowledge, no hazardous commodities were
cver handled on this Line. Accordingly, the proposed abandonment will have no cllecl on the
transportation of hazardous malerials.

(ii)  To the best of WCL's knowledge, there are no known hazardous waste
sites or any hazardous waste materials involved Thercfore, WCI. belicves that its abandonment

will not have any adverse impact on this site

8. Riological Resources

() The U.S Fish and Wildlife Seivice has been contacted and WCL has
requesicd comments, WCL has received no comments to daie. WCL does nol belicve this
abandonment will affcet the wetlands or any endangered or threaicned species, 1l any, present in
this arca. See coriespondence attached as Appendix G.

WCL has also contacted and requested comments from the Wisconsin
Dcpartment of Natural Resources. Sce correspondence atiached hercin as Appendix H. WCL
docs not anticipale any 1ssucs 1clated erosion, water quality, wildlife sanctumies, endangered

specics o1 other natural 1esources concerns <uc 1o the fact that the track will remain laigely in

-5-
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place and rail seivice will continuc over the line. Per the Department of Natural Resouice’s
request, WCL has contacted the Wisconsin Department of Administration regarding any Coastal
Zonc Management issues  Sce Correspondence attached as Appendix I. To date, WCL has
received no comments [rom the Wisconsin Department of Administration.

(n)  The Nauonal Park Scrvice has been contacled and comments rcquesied.
Scc coriespondence atlached heiein as Appendix ]  WCL has received no comments to date

9. Water.

() The US EPA for Region 5 of the Environmental Proieclion Agency has
been conlacied and we have requested comments from them Sece correspondence atiached
herein as Appendix K. WCL has received no comments 1o dale

(i)  The Army Corps of Engineers has been contacted to determine if the
proposcd abandonment requircs permits under Scction 404 of the Clean Waler Act. The Army
Corps of Enginceis has responded Sce correspondence in Appendix L. WCL does not
anucipaic that the abandonment will involve dischaige of dredged or fill materials into any
existing wetlands and the abandonment will not involve aclivity in navigable walers of the
United Stales. The Army Corps ol Enginceis has also responded 10 WCL’s Environmental and
Historic Report served on August 9, 2013 The Army Corp of Engincer’s sccond responsc is
also included in Appencdix I. WCL will correspond with the Regulatory Office regarding any
permitling questions.

WCL has contacted and requested comments from the Siale of Wisconsin Depariment of
Natural Resources and the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources has responded. Sce
correspondence in Appendix H. WCL will comply with all applicable regulations and rules as

related 1o the proposed abandonment, However, because the track will largely remain in place,

-6-
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the potential issucs raised by Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources issues are
inappheable. Further, as mentroned in other places in this reporl, WCL has contacled the
Wisconsin Coastal Zone Management Department as well as the U.S. Army Corps of Engincers
Office. See Appendices | and L respeclivcly.l

In addition, abandonment should not impact any 100-year floodplain 1" no
additional i1l is placed in any Moodplain.

(iii)  Due 1o the fact that the track will largely remain in place, WCL concludes
that no peumits under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act are requircd. No material will be
disposed of inlo walcrway as part of the abandonment

10.  Propased Mitigation. As no adverse impact is anticipated, WCl. docs not
proposc any mitigation aclivities

. Additional Information for Rail Constructions There 1s no rail construction

proposed at this ime
HISTORIC REPORT - 49 C.F.R. § 1105.8(d)
1. Map. A map of the Line is attached herelo as Appendix A.

2. Description of Line. The line to be abandoned extends from milepost 97.75 and

ends al milepost 98.08 in Denmaik, Wisconsin (Mthe Linc™). The Linc is situated in Brown
County, Wisconsin and extends a total distance of approximately 0.33 miles, or 1, 584 fect. The
width of the right o way is approximately 58 leet

3. Photegraphs. There are no photographs of this Linc attached because there arc
no buildings or structures located along this poriion of the Linc that arc 50 ycais old or older

There arc no grade crossings which will be removed with this abandonment.
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4, Information on Structures There are no structures or biidges located along this
Line.

5. Ilistory of Operations. The Line has been used to serve United Cooperative, the
company who is purchasing the Line after the abandonment  WCI, will continue Lo serve United
Cooperanive afier the abandonment. There 1s no reasonable possibility for the development of
new rail tualfic, other than that se1ving United Cooperative, as the Linc’s mainline ends al Pinc
Street, and there are no shippers south of "ine Street - A map showing the location of the Line 1s
attached herein as Appendix A.

6. Engineering Documents WCL will provide copics of any documents in its
possession.

7. Historic Criteria, WCL has contacled and given nolice of the proposed
abandonment to The State Ilistoric Preservation Office within the Wisconsin Historical Society
("SHPO™ See correspondence ailached as Appendix M. SIHPO’s response 1o WCL indicules
that no historic properties will be affected. Sce Appendix M

8. Ground Disturbances. WCL has reported there arc no archacological rcsources
inthcarca Access 1o the line is generally good.

9. Request by State Historie Preservation Office. Upon request of the Wisconsin

[listorical Society, WCL will provide such additional information as may be requested under

Section 1105 8(d)(9)
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CFERTIFICATIONS -49 C.F.R §

A certification that the foregoing Report has been served on each of the agencies designated n
49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(b) and that WCL has consulted with al] appropriate agencies in preparing this
Report 1s attached hercio as Appencix N. A ceulification that, in accordance with 49 C.F.R §
1105.12, WCL has published notice of the proposed abandonment in a newspaper of general

circulation in the county through which the Linc passcs is attached hereto as Appendix N.

Dated* Sepiember 5, 2013

Respeetlully submitied,

By: f"‘('UL(z"& (- %‘ff)ﬁ)‘ Z"(-.
AudreyL. Brodrick
Fletcher & Sippel LLC
29 North Wacker Dr., Suite 920
Chicago, Illinois 60606
312-252-1500 Telephone
312-252-2400 Facsimile
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FLETCHER & SIPPEL Lic
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
Phone: (312) 252-1500

29 Norch Wacker Drive
Tax: (312) 252.2400

Sulte 920
Chiengn, [lllnois 60606-2832 www.fletcher-slppel.com

Avpngy L. BrobRrick .
(312) 252-1518 April 18,2013
nbiodrick@flerchersippel com

Mu, Patrick Moynihaw, Jv,

County Board Chairperson—Brown Cotnty,
Wisconsin

305 Fnst Waluut Street

Green Bay, W1 54305

Re;  Dockel AB 303 (Sub No. 42X)--Wisconsin Centenl Ltd.
Proposed Abandonment i Brown Connty, Wisconsin

Dear Mr. Moynihan:

Wisconsin Centenl Ltd (“WCL") is planning to €ile a proposed abandonment with the
Surfaco Transportation Board ("STB") for approval to abandon apmoximntely .33 miles of railroad lino
siarting at MP 97.75 and ending at MP 98.08 in Brown Connty, Wisconsin, For your canvenienco, we
have attaclied a map for your reference. WCL is advising you of the proposed action so you inay assisL us
in identifying mzy potentinl offects of the proposed action on, nmong other things, the following:

Walter quality;

Designated wetlands;

100-year old flood plains,

Endnngered or threatened specics;
Ciitical habfiats;

Wildiife snnetuaries or refuges;
National o1 siate paks or forests;
Coastal zoue manngement,

9. Soil and natural resource conservatlons;
10.  Agiicultmal land;

1. Regicnal and/or local use plans; and
12.  The need or peninits under Sections 402 or 404 of the Clean Wale: Act.

PNABMAWL—

Beenuse of the nature of tho proposed netion, we foresce no adveise cifects.

Nevertheless, we would apprecinte your roview and any comments you may wish to offer. 'We would
apprecialo & wrillon responso as socn as possible so that we may include it in the environmental repart,
which we will file with the STB. Wo intend on filing the Baviioniacntal Repmt in four wecks,

Thank you for your assistance,

Veyy truly yours,
Ryl et

Audroy L. Brodrick
Counsel for Wisconsin Centeal Ltd.
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g EXHIBIT

# R

o) e s A R LTI

ALB:dg
Enclosure

e L P ———)



http://www.flciclier-slppel.coin

— ———— e

FLETCHER & SIPPEL 1ic

ATTORNEYS AT Law

29 North Wacker Drive

Sulte 920
Chicago, Iifinols 60606-2832

Avupnrey L, Dropricic
(312) 2521518 April 18,2013
abrodrick@fietchersippel.com

Phone: (312) 252-1500
Fax- (312) 252-2400
www fletchersippet com

Wisconsin Depaniment of ‘Transportation
Hill Fmms Siate Transpotlation Building
4802 Sheboygan Avenuc

PO Box 7910

Madison, Wisconsin 53707-7910

Ro:  Doclket A3 303 (Sub No. 42X)--Wisconsin Cenfral Lid.
Proposed Abavidonment in Brown County, Wisconsin

Dear Madam/Sir:

Wisconsin Central Ltd (“WCL") is planning to file a proposed abandonment with the
Surface Transporintion Bosrd (“STB™) for npproval to abrandon approximatoly .33 miles of waifroad line
starting at MP 97.75 nnd eiling nt MI’ 98.08 in Brown County, Wisconsin For yonr convenience, we
have nltached a map fon your reference, WCL is ndvising you of the proposed action so you may assist us
in identifymg any potential cffects of the proposed action on, among other things, the following:

Vater quality;

Designated wetlands;

100-year old fTood plains;

Budangered or thheatened species;
Critical hnbitats;

Wildlifo sanctuaries or refuges;
National o state patks or [ovests;
Coastal zonc management;

Soil and natuial resource conservations;
Agricultural land;

Regional and/on focal usw plans; and
Tho need o1 permits undei Sections 402 or 404 of tho Clean Water Acl.

PSP ®NArALL

Beeause of the nature of the proposed aclion, we foretec no acdverso cffects,

Nevertheless, wo would appreciato your reviow and nny comments your may wish to offer. We would
appreciate n wrilten responso as soon ns possible so thal we may includo it in the enviromnenta! repoit,
which we will file will the STB. We intend on filing the Envivonmeiital Repoit in fom weeks.

Very traly yours,
[(wlrf L Kbl
Auwdrey L. Brodvick
Counsel forr Wisconsin Cenleal Lid.

Thank you fis your assistence.
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FLETCHER & SIPPEL uc
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
Chone: (312) 252-1500

29 North Wacker Drive
Fax+ (312) 252-2400

Suite 920
Chlcago, lllinols 60606-2832 www fleechei-sippel com

Aupnry L. Brobrick
(312) 2521518 Aprdl 18,2013
nbrodrick@0letcheraippel.com

National Geodelic Survey Informalion Seivices
SSMC-3, 19202

1315 East-Woest Higlhway

Silver Springs, Maryland 20910-3282
Attention: Simon Monroe

Re:  Paockel AB 303 (Sub No. 42X)--\isconsin Cenlral Lid,
Proposed Abandonment In Brown County, Wisconsin,

Dear Mr. Monroe;

Wisconsin Central Ltd (“WCL") is planning to filo a proposed abandonment with the
Surface Trauspo:tation Board (“STB") for approval to abandon approximately .33 miles of railroad tine
starting at MP 97.75 and ending at MI* 98.08 in Brown Counly, Wisconsin. For your convenience, we
have nttached a map for your 1eference. WCL is advising you of the proposed action so you may assist us
in identifying any potentind effects of the proposed nction on, nmong other things, 1ho following:

L Whatler qualily;

2. Designated wetlonds;

3 100-year old flood plains;

4. Endangered o1 threatencd species;

3, Ciiftical habitals;

6. Wikllife sanctuaries or rofisges;

7. National or state parks or foiosts;

8. Constal zone management;

9. Sail and natural resonres conservations;

10. Agricultuml land;
11, Roglonal andfor local use plans; awd
12.  Tho need or permits under Scctions 402 or 404 of the Clean Water Act.

Becnuse of tho antwro of the proposed action, wo foresco no adveise effects.
Nevertheless, wo would appreciate your review and any comments you may wish {o offer. \We would
appreciato a wiilten response as soon as possible so thal we may iucludo it in the enviromnental report,
which we will file with the STB, Wa intend on filing (he Enviranmental Repoit in four weeks.

Thank you for youw! nssistance.

Very truly yours,
Nyt Bwgind L0
Awdrey L. Brodrick (T
CounsZI for Wisconsin Central Ltd. # XHIBI
ALB:dg ‘ _
Enclosure g —b g
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From: Simon Monroe [nailto:simon.monroe@noan.gov]

Sent: Friday, May 24, 2013 11-34 AM

To: Deborah Guzman
Ce: Audrey Brodiick; Surface Transportalion Boawd; Lucy Hall; Simon Monroe

Subject: NGS Response, STB Daocket AB-303 (SUB NO. 042X)

Thank you for sharing your railroad abandonment environmential report for

DENMARK, Biown County, WISCONSIN.

Approximately 01 geodetic survey marks may be located in the area described.
If marks will be distuibed by the abandonment, |'THE RAILROAD] shall
consult with the National Geodetic Sumivey (NGS) at least 90 days prior (o
beginning salvage activities that will distuch, ar destroy any geodetic station

marks are described on the attached file. Additional advice is provided at

hiip://geodesy.noan. gov/marks/railroads/

o]
| I 1 | Il
1 I 1 1 [l ]
....[PM0093]. 2[88/ADJUSTED|N442107.....|W0874949.....|C...!G]G 89

30



mailto:simoii.nionroe@nonH.gov

FLETCHER & SIPPEL u.c

ATTORNEYS AT LAw

29 North Wacker Diive
Sulte 920
Chicago, Hiinels 60606-2832

) Aupngy L. BRODRICK

{312) 252-1518
nbrodrick@/letchar-sippel.com

Phone: (312) 252-1500
Fax: (312) 252-2400
www.fletclier-sippel com

April 18, 2013

M. Gregory Hines, RC&D Coordinator
Nativngl Resowee Conser vation Servico
307§ Voynger Dive, Suite B

Green Bay, WI 54311-834]

Re:  Docket AB 303 (Sub No. 42X)--Wisconsin Central Ltd,
Proposcd Abondonment in Brown County, Wisconsin

Dear M. Hines:

Wisconsin Central Lid (“WCL") is planning to filo a proposed abandonment with the
Surface Transportation Board (“STR") for approval to abandon approximately .33 miles of mailioad line
starling at MP 97.75 and ending at M1’ 98.08 in Brown Counly, Wisconsin. For your convenienco, we
havo attnched a map for your reference  WCI. is advising you of the proposcd aclion so you may nssist us
in identifying any potentini offects of the proposed action on, among othei things, the lollowing:

Water quality;
Designated wetlands;

100-yenr old flood plains;

Endnngered or threntencd specics;

Chritienl habitats;

Wilillrfe sanciuaries or refliges;

National or stale parks or forests;

Conslal zone management;

Soil and natwal 1esouree conservations;
Agrlcultural tand;

Rogional and/or local use plans; and

The need or pormits under Sections 402 6r 404 of the Clean Water Act.

PSSP ENAMALD -~

Becapso of the maturo of the proposed action, wo foresec no adverse cllects.
Noveitheless, wo would apprecinte your reviow and any comments you may wish to offer. We would
apmecialo n wrilten responso ns soon s postible so that we may include it in tho envitanmental repot!,
which we will file with the STB. Wa intend on {iling the Envivonmentu! Repoit in foun weeks.

Thank you for your assistnnce

Very tuly yors,

Awl\ (I VWmh\J-
Audvey 1., Brodrick
Counsel for Wisconsin Central Litd,

ALldg
LEnclosure
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FLETCHER & SIPPEL 1ic
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
Phone: (312) 252-1500

29 North Wacker Drive
Faxi (312} 252-2400

Suite 920
Chieago, Illinols 60606-2832 www.fletcher-sippel.com

Aupnrzy L. Droprick ]
(312) 2521518 April 18, 2013
abradrlck@{leichersippel.cam

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Office of Water

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N\,
Whashington, DC 20460

Re:  Dacket AB 303 (Sub No. 42X}--VYisconsin Central Ltd.
Proposed Abandonmcnt in Brown Covnty, Wisconsin

Dear Madn/Sit:”

Wisconsin Central Ltd (“WCL") is planning to filo a proposed abandonment with the
Surface Transpoutation Board ("STB") for approval to abandon appreximately .33 miles of raifroad line
starting at MP 97,75 aad ending at MP 98,08 in Biown Counly, Wisconsin, For your convenicnce, we
havo attachied a map for your roference. WCL is advising you of the proposed action so you may nssist us
in identifying any potential efTects of v proposed action on, among other things, the following:

Water quality;

Designnted wetlands;

100-yem old flood plains;

Endangered or threntened specles;
Critlenl habitats;

Wildlife sanctuaiics or reftigos;
Nntlonal or state patks or foresls;
Conslal zono inanugement;

Soil and naturnl resourco conservations;
10.  Agricultural lnnd;

11, Reglonal and/or local use pll'lll§;.llll(l
12.  Tho need or permits under Sections 402 or 404 of the Clean Water Act.

PONAN DS~

Becruso of the nalure of the proposed nction, we foiecsco no advorsu offects.

Nevertheless, we would appreciale your review and any commenis you may wish o offor. We would

appreciate n wiilten 1esponse as soon as possible so that we may include it in the environmental report,
which we will file with the STB. We intend an liling the Environmental Report in four weeks.

Very truly yours,
/[prt\,g-( brorlta e

Avidrey L., Brodrick

Counsel for Wisconsin Central Lid.

Thank you for your assistance.

P Y e Ry P N
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FLETCHER & SIPPEL 1ic

AT10RNEYS AT LAW

29 North Wacker Drive
Suire 920
Chicago, Hlinols 60606-2832

Auvpriy L. Broorick
(312) 252-1518 Amil 18,2013
abrodrick@/letchersippel.com

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Servicoe
2800 Lnke Shora Drive East Suite 13
Ashlond, W1 51806-2427

Re:  Docket AB 303 (Sub No. 42X)--Wisconsir Central Ltd,
Proposed Abandonment in Browit County, Wisconsin

Dear Madam/Sir:

Phone: {312) 252-1500
Fax: (312) 252.2400
wivw.fletcher-sippel com

Wisconsin Central Ltd ("WCL") is planning to file a proposed abandonment with the
Surface Transportation Board (“STB") fov approval to abanden approximately .33 miles of rafiroad line
starting at MP 972.75 and ending at MP 98.08 in Brown County, Wisconsin, Foi your convenience, we
have atlached a map for yown 1eference. WCL is advising you of the proposed action so you may assist us
in identifying any poteutial effects of the proposed action on, among other things, the following:

1. Water quality;
2, Designated wetlands;

3. 100-yem old flood plains;

4, Bundangered or threatened species;

5, Chitleal habitats;

6. Wildlifo sanclumiics or refuges;

1. National or stato parks or foiesis;

8. Coastal zone management;

0. Soi! nnd natural resource conservations;

10.  Agvicultural land;

1. Regionul and/or local use plans; and

2. The need or peimits under Sections 402 or 404 of the Clean Water Act,

Because of the, natwe of the proposed nction, wo foresee no ndverse effects,

Neveitheless, wo would apprecinle yout review and any commenis you may wish to offer. We woukl

fppreciate a wiilicn response as soon as possible so that we may include it in the envirormental report,
which we will file with the 8TB. We intend on [iling tho Envirgnmental Report in four wecks.

‘Thank you for your assistance,

truly yours,

\»ulld'( bvdtaife

Audroy L. Brodrick
Counsel for Wisconsin Centval Litd.

ALB:dg
Buclostire
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FLETCHER & SIPPEL 11c

ATTORNEYS AT LAw

Phone: (312) 252-1500

29 North Wacker Drive
Sulte 920 PFax: (312) 252-2400
Chlcago, [llinols 60606-2832 www.flerchersippel.com

Auprsy L. Inonnick
(312) 252-1516

Aprit 18,2013

tbroduck@{eichersippel.com

Wisconsin Department of Natinal Resources
DNR Northeast Region HDQRS

2984 Shnwano Ave,

Green Bay, Wisconsin 54313-6727

Re:  Daocket AB 303 (Sub No. 42X)--Wisconsin Ceniral Ltd.
Pvoposed Abandonment in Brown County, Wisconsin.

Dear Madam/Siz:

Wisconsin Central Ltd ("WCL"} is planning (o ffle a proposed abandomment with the

Surface Transportation Board (“STB") for approval to abandon approximately .33 miles of railioad line
starting at MP 97.75 and ending at M1’ 98.08 in Brown County, Wisconsin. For yowt convenience, we
have attached a map for your referenco. WCL Is advising you of the proposcet action so you niny assist us
in Identifying nny potential eficels of the proposed action on, among other things, the foliowing:

Water quality;

Designated wetlands;

100-yeai ald fload plains;

Endangered or threatened specics;
Crilical habitats,

Wildlifo sunctuaries or refuges;
National or state paiks or forests;
Coastal zone management;

Soil and nntveal rosource cotservations;
Agricultwal Innd;

Regional apd/or local use plans; and
Tho need or permils nuder Seclions 402 or 404 of the Clenn Water Act.

SoSYePNanawn -

Becriise of the nature of tho proposed action, we foresco no adveise cffects.

Neveitheloss, wo would appreciate your review and any commenis you may wish to offer. We would
apprecinte n writlen rosponse as soon as possible so that we may include it in the enviionmental report,
which wo will file with the STB. Wo intend on filing the Environmenlal Report in four weeks,

Al.B:dg
Bncloswie

Thank you for your assistanco.

Very tiuly yours,
ekl et

Auwdvoy L. Brodrick
Counsel for Wisconsin Central Ltd.
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Stato of Wisconsin
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES Scolt Walkor, Governor
tortheast Raglon Hoadquariers Cafthy St Secrol
2984 Shawae Ave, y Slop|, Secroiary

Jean Rombnck-Barlsls, Reglonal Direclor
Green Bay, Wi 54313-8727 GiSCONSI

Telophone 920 662.5114 DEPT OF IATURAL REBOURCES
FAX 920 §62-5413 =

May 13,2013 File: Brown, 13414

Audrey L, Brothick

Fletcher & Sippel L1.C

29 North Wacker Diive, Suite 920
Chicago, 1L 60606-2832

SUBJECT:  Wisconsin Central Ltd. Proposed Abandonment
Milepost 97,75 10 98.03
Docket AB 303 {Sub No. 42X)
Brown County

Dear Mr, Batront,

Thank you for the information regarding the p1oposed abandonment of the Wisconsin Centeal Ltd. rail lino from
Milepost 97.75 lo Milepost 98 08 in fho Village of Denmark in Brown County. Department siaff have reviewed
the proposal aind offer comments on the potentinl impacts ol the action on the following nreas of concern:

I. WATER QUALITY

Praper erosion confrol measures inust ba used aud maintained during and after any tenck, tie, biidge a1 culveil
removal. An crosion control plan should be developed and made pait of the praject plans and specifications, All
arcas of disturbed soil should be restmed 1o ouiginal grado and re-seecled as soon as possible  Nalive species

should be used wheve appropriate. :

2, DESIGNATED WETL.ANDS

The removal of track and ties shoull not affect any dosignated wetlands as they cutrently exist. Howeve,
oiiginal consti uction of the roadbed resulted in tho filling of wetlands along the corridor. Original deninage
patterns were also altered, vosulting in changes to the local hydrology. If future use of the 1ight-of-way is not for
transpoitation or trait purposcs, ail fills should be removed and the oiiginal conloms and vegetation re-
cstablished. Any work in wellands may require local, state and/or Corps of lingineers ponniis.

3. 100 YEAR FLOODPLAINS

The abandomment itself should hnve no impact on the 100-year floodplain if no additional fill is placed in the
floodpiain s a result of the abandonment IF the sight-of-way is to bo used for transpoi tation or tiil purposes, the
existing bridges nnd culveits niny remain in place if maintained. I fowever, if this is not the case, nll stivctures
must be remaved completely and the embankmenis re-gmded and peymanently stabitized,
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Audrey I.. Biodiick, May 13, 2013 Page 2

4, ENDANGERED OR TIIREATENED SPECIES / CRITICAL ITABITATS

I€the disturbanco caused by the track and tie removal is Hinited to the ballast aica only, there should bo no
adverse impacts to the endangesed species found along the route. Howavel, railrond 1:ght-of-ways (ROW) nre
often found fo have rarve plants and remnants ol prairies occmrring along the undisturbed corvldor, P'rior to ROW
conveision to trails o1 ollier uses, surveys should be conducted to detenmine of native grassland savanna, pnire or
wet meacdow remnants occur along the coiriclon I these habital types avo present then mro and endangere|
specics may occur. Additional surveys of tliese habitnt types should bo conducted to defermine whether rare or
cadangered species oceur, 1fthese species ave prosont, then the remunrnts should be mapped and the 1are species
noted. Prion lo implementing any nctions nssociated with rail abandonment that may disiupt the ROW or uny
other development of the aren, including staging of equipment, ties and 1ails, n plan should be developed 1o avold
or mmimize impacts lo the remnant habitats and 1he nssocinted speeies. [Frare specics cannol be avoided jn tho
project’s impact area, then an incidental take consullation may be conducied Lo deteimine if toke of the species 1s

allownble.

Any praitic habitnl disturbed as a result of the project activities shouid be réseeded wilh DNR ceitificd native
prairio sced. Every effort should be made lo enswie (hat invasive exotic species aro ot introduced to the sito,

S. WILDLIFIE SANCTUARIES OR REFUGES

'The rail corridor suns close to an unnemed Tributary to.Nesholn Cicek, As menlioncd nbove, often mil corridors
provide valuable hinbitat for native plant and animal species. Distuibance ue to tinck and tic removal shoulkd be

kepl to the minitum required to do the work.

6. NATIONAL OR STATE PARKS OR FORESTS

There ara ne National o1 Siate Parks or Forcsts along the praject raute. DNR purchased the abandoned rail line to
ihe south of this project,

7. COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMIINT

Conccins regarding consistency with Coastal Zone Manngentent would be more approprintely addressed by

Michacl Friis (608-267-7982) at the Wisconsin Depritment of Admiuistration, 101 Enst Wilson Street, Madison,

1153707

8. SOIL AND NATURAL RESOURCE CONSERVATION
IT tl:e only work done is 1emoval of the ties track and possibly culveits and bridpes, the project shoutd have

mmimal impncl on natural resowrces along the route. As mentioned proviously, proper crosion conlrol measures
muslt be used and maininined dw ing nnd after 1ho snlvage operation and the route should be reviewed fo: nny 1are

or unusual praitio habitat.
9. AGRICULTURAL LAND

No comment.
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Audrey L. Brodrick, May 13, 2013 Page 3
10. REGIONAL AND/OR I.OCAL LAND USE PLANS

‘There is an interest with this section of rilroad for conversion to r trail by the State of Wisconsin through the
DNR’s Rails to Trails Progtem, Gavy [Ianson, DNR T'rail Coordinator, cnn be reached at (920) 662-5123 for

additional infoimation.

1T SECTION 402 OR 404 PERMITS

You should conlact the U.S. Aimy Coips of Enginecrs offico in Green Bay, WI (920-448-2824) for Tuither
information regmding the need for these peimits.

12.  WASTE AND DEMOLITION DISPOSAL

All demolition and waste material that cannot be recycled must be disposed of in an appropriate manner.
Disposal in wetlands or surfrce waters is not permited. A plan should be developed describing the method and

location of all wasto and demolition mater izl disposal.

If you linvo any questions, plensc fcel free to coniact e nt 920-662-5119.

Sincercly,

James P, Doperalske Jr.
Enviromnental Analysis and Review Specinlisl

o Gary Hanson — Green Bay
Tim Meclla -- Gieon Bay
File: 13414
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FLETCHER & SIPPEL 1LC
ATTORNEYS AT LAw
Phone: {312) 252-1500

29 Nocth Wieker Drive
Fax: {312) 252-2400

Suite 920
Chicago, Hlinols 60606-2832 www.{letcheraippel com

AUpReY L. BRODRICK
(312) 252.1518 Apmil 18, 2013
abrodrick@fletchersippel com

Wisconsin Deparfiment of Administration
Wisconsin Conginl Manngement Program
1.0. Box 8944

101 Bast Wilson Street

Madison, I 53708-8944

Re:  Docket A3 303 (Sub No. 42X)--Wisconsin Cential Lid.
Proposed Abandonment in Brown County, Wisconsin

Deor Madam/Sir:

Wisconsin Central Ltd (*WCL") is planning to fils a proposed abandonment with the ~
Surface Transportetion Board (“STDB") for approval to abandon approximately .33 miles of railroad line
staiting at MP 972.75 and ending at MP 98.08 in Brown County, Wisconsin. For your convenionce, we
have nllached a map for your reference, WCL is advising you of the proposed action so you may assist us
in identilying nny potential efTecls of the proposed uction on, among other things, the following:

Walter quality;

Desiguated wotlands;

100-yenr old flood plains;

Endangered or threatensd specivs;
Critical habitats;

Wildlife sanctuaries or 1efuges;
National or state parks or forosta;
Coasstal zone management;

Soil and natural vesotirce consei vations;
Agrlcultural Innd;

Regionnl énd/or focal use plans; and
The need or pormits under Seotions 402 or 404 of tho Clean Water Act.

RSP *NAwnAwN-~

Becanso of tho nature of the proposed actlon, we foresee no adverse cffects.

Neveiiheless, we would appreciate your roview and any comments you may wish to offer. \We would
appreciaie a wiilten response as soon as possiblo so that we may Include it (n the environmontal rcpot,
which we will (ile with the STB. Wa infend on filing the Environihontnl RepotL in Four weeks.

Thank you for your nssistance.
Very huuly yours,
/ly( Y- L -l

Audrey L. Brodrick
Counsel for Wisconsin Central Ltd.

st FLASTUADS ATIRICY T
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FLETCHER & SIPPEL Lic

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

29 North Wacker Drive
Suite 920

Chicago, Illinois 60606-2832

AUDREY L. BRODRICK
{312) 252.1518
abrodrick@flerchersippel.com

Phone: (312) 252-1500
Faxi (312) 252-2400

www.fletcher-slppel.com

May 14, 2013

Via E-Mail and U.S. Mail

Kathleen.angel

wis.pov

Coaslal Zonc Management
Wisconsin Departinent of Acmiiiistration

101 Liast Wilson Sireel

Madison, WL 53707

Attention: Kathleen Angel

Re:

Dear Ms. Angel:

Docket AB 303 (Sub No. 42X)--Wisconsin Central Ltd.
Proposed Abandonment in Brown County, Wisconsin

Wisconsin Central Ltd (“WCL") is planning to file a proposed abandonment with
the Surfice Tianspuitation Board (“STB") for approval to abandon approximately .33 miles of
railroad linc starting at MP 97.75 and ending at MDP 98.08 m Brown County, Wisconsin. For
yow convenience, we have aftached a map for your reference. WCL is advising you of the
proposed action so you may assist us in identifying any potential clfcets of the proposed action

on, among other things, the following:

BoSPeENALMA LN~

Waler quality;
Designated wetiands;

100-ycar old flood plains;

Endangeied o1 threatened specics;
Ciitical habitals;

Wildlife sanctuaries or refuges;
National or statc parks or forests;
Couslal zone management;

Soil and natural resource conservations;
Apgricultural land;

Regional and/or local use plans; and
The need or peumits under Sections 402 or 404 of (he Clean Water Acl.




FLETCHER & SIPPEL LLc

Ms. Kathleen Angel
May 14, 2013
Pnge 2

Beeause of the nature of the proposed action, we foresce no adverse cffecs.
Neveiiheleas, we would apprecinlg your review and any comments you may wish {o offer We '
would appreciate a wiillen response us soon as possible so that we may include it in the '
cnvironmental report, which we will file with the STB. We intend on filing the Enviromnentul

Report in four weeks.

Thank you for yow assistance.

Vory truly yours,
Ao Lt :
Audrey L. Brodrick
Counsel! for Wisconsin Central Ltd.
ALD:dg
Enclosure
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FLETCHER & SIPPEL u.c
ATTORNLYS AT LAW
Phone: (312) 252.1500

29 North Wacker Drive
Fnx: (312) 252-2400

Sulee 920
Chlengo, llinals 60606-2832 www.lletcher-sippel com

Aupnroy L. BrnopRick .
(312) 252.1518 April I8, 2013
abrodrick@fletcheraippel com

National ark Seivico
Department of Interior
1849 C Stvcet, N.W.
Whashington, DC 20240

Re;  Docket AB 303 (Sub No. 42X)--Wisconsin Central Lid.
Proposed Abandonment In Brows: Caunty, Wisconsin

Dear Madom/Sir:

Wisconsin Central Lul (“WCL.") is planning te file a proposed nbandonment with the
Surface Transportation Board (“STB"™) for approval to abandon approximately .33 miles of railroad line
stmling at MP’ 97.75 and ending at MP® 98.08 in Brown County, Wisconsin. For your convenience, wo
have attached a map for yow ieference. \YCL is advising you of the proposed actlon so you may assist us
in identilying any potential cffcets of the proposed action on, amang other things, the following:

l. Whater quality;

2, Designated wetlands;

3 100-ycui okl [load plains,

4. Endangered or thveaiened species;

3. Ciitical habilals,

6. Wildlifo snactuarios or rafisges;

7. Natlonal or stale paiks or forests;

8. Constal zone management;

9. - Soil and natural resource conservations;

10.  Agicultucal land;
il.  Repional and/or locnl use plans; nnd
12 The need or permits under Sections 402 ar 404 of the Clenn Water Act.

Because of the naturo of thoe proposed action, we foresce no adverse offccts.

Nevertheless, we would appreciate your review and any commenis you may wish lo offer. We would
nppeecinte a writlon response s soon ns possible so that we may inchule it in the enviionmental repoul,
which we will file with the STB., Wo intend on filing ths Environmental Repoit in four weeks.

Thank you for your assistance.

Very truly yours,
4 wllt { L - fvorlan @ -

Audrey L. Brodrick
Counsel for Wisconsin Central Ltd.
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FLETCHER & SIPPEL 1ic

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

29 Novth Wacker Drive Ihone: (312) 252-1500
Suite 920 Fax: (312) 252-2400
www.fletchersippel.com

Chicago, lllinols 60606.2832

AUupniy L. BrRODRICK
(312) 252.1518 April 18, 2013
abrodrick@Ilerchersippelicom

Mr. Kenneth A. Westlake

Chiel, NGPA Implementation Scction
US EPA Reglon 5

77 West Jackson Blvd.

Chicngo, IL 60604

Re:  Docket AD 303 (Sub No. 42X)--Wisconsin Centm] Lid.
Proposed Abandonment in Brown County, Wisconsin

Dear Mr. Westlake:

Wisconsin Central Ltd (*WCL") is planning to file & proposed abancdomment with the
Swiface Transportation Board (“STB") for approval (o abandon approximatcly .33 miles of iailrond line
sluiting at MP 97,75 and ending at MP 98.08 in Brown Counly, Wisconsin. Foi your convenience, o
have nitachied a map for your reference. WCI. is advising you of the proposed aclion so you may assisl us
in identifying any polentinl effects of the proposed action on, nmong other things, the following:

L. Water qualily;

2, Deslgnated wetlands;

3 100-year old flood plnins;

4, Endangered or threntened species;

5. Critical habitats;

6. Wildlife sanctumiies or refugoes;

7. Natlopal or stalo parks or forests;

8. Coaslial zono nianagement;

9. Soil and natural resouice consérvations;

10.  Agicultural land;
I1.  Regtonal and/or local use plans; and
12.  Theneed or permits mler Scctions 402 o1 404 of the Clean Water Act.

Because of the nature of the proposed action, we foiesee no wdverse effects.
Noverilicless, we would appreciate your review and any comments you may wish (o offer, We would
appreciate n writlen response as soon as possible so that we may includoe it tn tho caviromnental report,
which we will file with the STB. We Intend un Gling the Lnvironmental Report in four weeks,

Thank you for yow assistance,
Veyy truly yowrs, '
A‘Ut['l"ﬂ G ‘(Nﬂﬂﬁk.f C.-

Audrey L. Brodrick
Counsel for Wisconsin Central Lid.
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FLETCHER & SIPPEL 1ic

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

29 North Wacker Drive
Sulee 920

Chicago, Lllinols 60606-2832

Aubnriy L. BRODRICK
{312) 252-1518
abrodrick@fletcher-sippel com

April 18, 2013

U.S. Aumy Corp of Englucers
St Paul District (CBMVP-PA)

190 Fifth Street Enst

St, Paul, MN 55101-1638

Re:

Dear Madan/Sir:

Dacket AB 303 (Sub No. 42X)--Wisconsin Centra! Ltd.
Proposed Abandonment in Biown County, Wisconsin.

Phewe: (312) 252-1500
Fax: (312) 252-2400
www, flecchersippel.com

Wisconsin Central Ltd (“WCL") is planning to filo a proposcd abandomment with the
Suiface ‘Transportation Board ("STD™) for approval to abandon approximately .33 miles of railrond line
starting at MP 97,75 and ending at MDP® 98,08 in Brown County, Wisconsin. For your convenicnce, we
have aitached a map for your reference. WCL Is ndvising you of the proposed action $o you may assist us
in identifymg any potential effects of the proposed action on, smiong other things, the following’

PNOMAWN—

D

10.
1.
12.

Waltcr quality;

Designated wetlands;

100-yem old flood plains;
Endangered or threatened specics;
Critical habitats;

Wildlife sanctuaries o1 refitges;
National or state paiks or forcsls;
Coastal zonc management;

Soil and natural resource conservations;
Apricultural land;

Reglonal and/or local use plans; and

The need or permits under Sections 402 or 404 of the Clean Water Acl.

Because of the nature of the proposed aclion, wo foresee no adverso cifects.
Neverihcless, we would npprecialo youn review and any comments you nmty wish lo offer. We would
appreciate a wrillen responso ns soon as possible so that we may inelude it in (he enviroimontal repoit,
which wo will filo wilh the STB. Wo intend on filing the Bnvironmental Repoit in four weeks.

Thank yon for your assistance.

ALB:dg
Enclosure

Very tauly yours,
A—l-rl'ltKL Vv wliusl € -

Audrey L. Brodrick

Counsel for Wisconsin Ceniral Litd,

)
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PEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
8T. PAUL DISTRICT, CORPS OF BNGINCERS
180 FIFTH STREET EAST, BUITE 700
8T. PAUL MINNESOTA 65101-1678

AEPLY YO
ATTENTION

June 18, 2013

Opcrations
Regulatory (2013-01528-JRS)

Ms. Audrey Brodrick

Fletcher & Sippel, LLC

29 North Wacker Drive, Suite 920
Chicngo, Illinois 60606

Dear Ms. Sippel:

We have received your request for comment on the Wisconsin-Central Ltd proposed ling
abandonment in Biown: County, Wisconsin. We do nof have adequaic information fo completo o **
review of the proposed project. In lieu of a specilic response; please consider the following -
general information concerning our regulatory progmm that may apply (o the proposed project, -

"oy o

IC the proposal involyes activily in navigable waters of the United States, it iay be
subjeot to the Corps of lingincers® jurisdiction under Section 10 of {he Rivers and Harbors Act of
1899 (Section 10). Section 10 prohibits the consliuction; cxcavation, or deposition of materials
in, over, or under navigable waters of the United States, or any woik {hat would affect the
course, location, condition, or capacity of those watcrs, unlcss lhc wotk has béen nuthorized by a*

Depariment of the Army permit, S R

Prrlee e

If (he propusal involves discharge of dredged or fill mateiial into waters of the. Unitedsew.
States, it may bo subject to the Corps of Englneers® Jurisdiction under Section 404 of the Clean- * g0
Waler Act (CWA Seclion 404). Walers of the United States include ndvigable waters; thelr ...+ -E TR
iributaiies, and adjacent wetlands (33 CFR § 328.3). CWA Section 301(n) prohibits discharges : %2 = °
of dredged or fill maleiial inlo walcrs of the United States, unless the woik hus-been authorized:-1'sf+ .+,
by a Depavtment of the Army peumil under Section 404, Infolmation about the Corpy permiiting. *

process can be oblained online at hitp:/wivw.mvp,usace.an my.mil/regulatory. . i i

The Comps' evaluation of a Section 10 and/or a Scclion 404 permil application involveg:-n

multiple analyses, includlng (1) evaluating the proposal’s imppols il accordance with the '+ ™.
National Buvironmental Policy Acl (NEPA) (33 CFR parl 325), (2)-dclermining whéther the

proposal is contrary to the public interest (33 CFR § 320.4), and.(3) in the cusc of n Scotion404 - .
peimit, deteimining whether tho proposal comyplics with the Section ﬂOfl(b)( 1) Guulclmcs a1

(Guidclines) (40 CFR pact 230). :

Wmm@ Recyded Papar

-
1 R PR

44




Operations -2-

Regulatary (2013-01528-JRS)

Il the proposnl recquires a Scction 404 perniit applicetion, the Guidelines specifically
1equire (hat “no discharge of dredged or fill materiul shall be peamitted if thero is a practicable
nlteinative to the proposed discharge which would hnve less advorse Impact on the aqualic
ceosystent, 50 long as the alternative docs not have olher siguificant ndveise environmental
consequences” (40 CFR § 230.10(n)). Timo and money spent on the proposal prior lo applying
for a Seetion 404 permit cannol be factored into the Corps’ decision whether there is a less
damnging piacticable altcrnallve (o the proposal.

For Further informntion plen'ie conlact Joey Shoemuker at (920) 448-2824, Ihe Coups
project manager for the County in which this proposnl is located.

Iamarn E. Centcron
Chief, Regulatory Branch
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
ST. PAUL DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS
180 FIFTH STREET EAST, SUITE 700
ST. PAUL MIN §5101-1678

August 15,2013

REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF

Programs and I’roject Management Division
Projecl Munagement Branch (PM-13)

SUBJECT: Docket AB-303 (Sub-No. 42X)
Wisconsin Central Ltd — Abandonment Lxemption - Brown County, Wisconsin

Ms. Audrey L. Brodrick
Fletcher and Sippel, L.LL.C

29 North Wacker Drive
Chicago, 1llinois 60606-2832

Dear Ms. Brodrick:

We arc replying to your August 9, 2013, letter requesting comments (or the Wisconsin
Central 1.td. Petition for Exemption for abandonment of a portion of the railroad Iine extending
from milepost 97.75 and ending at milepost 98.08 in Brown County, Wisconsin.

The potential abandonment, as outlined in the Diaft Environmenta! and Historic Report,
will not affect any existing Corps ol Iingincers projects or real estaic within the Saint Paul
District Civil Works boundarics. We do not anticipate futuie impacts 1o any Cuips of Engineers
projecis or real eslale within the Districi’s Civil Works boundaries.

The proposed project is located within the Saint Paul District's Regulatory junsdiction
Any dredge o1 fill material deposited in walers of the United Slates (including wetlands, sireams,
cte.) requires a CWA 404 permit  You should coordinate with Mr. JefT Olson of the Saint Paul
Regulatory Office concerning permittng questions. Mr. Olson can be reached by telephone at
{651) 290-3311 o1 by mail at: ATTN:CEMVDP-OP-R/Jelf Olson, Saint Paul Regulatory Office,
Saint Paul District, Army Corps of Engineers, 180 East Filth Strect, Suite 700, Saint Paul,
Minnesota 55101-1678.

P’lease note that this lelter does nol eliminatc the need for Siate, local, or other
authorizations, such as thosc of the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources.

Sincerely,

ot M

>ph H. Mosc
Chief, Project Managemenl Branch (PM-B)
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FLETCHER & SIPPEL 1ic
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

29 Nouwth Wacker Drive

Sulie 920
Chicage, Winols 60606-2832

Aubrey L. BRODRICK
(312) 252-1518
abrodrick@fletcher-stppel,com

Mr. Shennan Banker
Wisconsin llistorical Socicly

Phone: (312) 252-1500
Fox: {312) 252-2400Q
wyiw, flecchersippel.cam

May 13,2013

Division of Historic ’reservation and Public Ilisto y

816 State Steec!
Madison, WI 53706

Re:  Docket AB 303 (Sub No. 42X)--WVisconsin Central I.1d.
Piaposed Abancdonment in Brawn County, Wisconsin

Dear Mr. Banker:

Wisconsin Cenfral Lid , as successom in interost lo Fox Valley & Western Ltd. (“WCL™),

is plnnning to file a proposed abandonment with the Sm face Tmnsporlation Board (“STB" for approval to
abandon npproximately 0.3 miles of railrond lino starling at MP 97.75 and ending at MP 98.08 in Brown

County, Denmark, Wisconsin, Enclosed is o map showing tho limits of the abundonment,

I'nin forwarding the 106 form requived by the Wisconsin 1listorlcal Soclely. Thero are na
bridges or milroad structmes located along this segment.

We would appiecivte n written response as soon as possible sa that we iy inchrde it in
the Environmental reporl, which we plen to file wilh the STR in the coming weeks.

Thank you o1 yow nssistance Please call me should you have questions.

ALBxlg
Enclasures

Very truly yowrs,
, c{\&t(ts L -Drlny.

Audrey L. Brodrick
Counsecl for Wisconsin Centual Litd.

AT UL T AT LTl P L

EXHIBIT

47




HP-05-07 (8415003) For 3HIMU Uso Only. Coago ¥

REQUEST FOR SHPO COMMENT AND CONSULTA'TION ON A FEDERAL UNDERTARING

Submit one copy with each angeriaking for which onr comment [s requesfed.  Pleasa piint or fype. Refurn to:

Wasconsin [istonicnl Soclety, Division of lsstorio Prescrvation, Offics of Preservation Planming, 816 Sinte Street, Madisan, WI' 53706

Pleaso Cheele Al Boxes and Inclutdfo All of the Rollowing Informniion, pg Appllenble: RECE] .VF D
I. GENERAL INORMATION -
AUG 02 2013

H "This Is a new submitial, 5 130433BR 4ng
This | I fal faformatf Inting to Case s 12 TGI8 qnd title:

O l:l: ||,r::;:'¢l: f;n :::I;nl:l nlrlul:: lli:n‘lu.::lnrl;:u:lfl ?o I'h:elel nis and euntlllI::s of nepl ogranunatle or other immgﬂﬂﬁtHIST :PR ES
‘The thile of the ngreement Iy

Pederal Agency hurisdiction {Apercy, providing funds, asslstance, licenss, permit):
Federal Agency Contast Person: Cyn‘hlo Drevvm, Chiel Seclon of Admnistralion, Rache! Campal

Bafaze Tracapodetcs Boans, 335 Q biea:t BV YVailng'an DG 20123

n
Phane, 202-245-0245

b

o. Project Contnct Pezson- Audrey Brodrick
Ietur Address: Flothcher & Sippol |.LC, 20 N Wackor Drive, Sullo 820, Chicago, IL

Phono, 312-252-1518
7ip Code, 60606-2832

lmoil Addpess OUrodrick@ftatchar-alppel.com
Wisconain Contrel Ltd proprsed Abandonment In Brown County, Denmark, Wisconsin AB-303 (Sub-No, 42X)

I Project Name:
Project Steet Address; NA-RAl LIno Abandonment-Brewn Ceunly, Donmark, Wiseonsin from MP 97.75 iind ending al MP €0.08

__ 2ip Cods 54208

h. County: Brown Clty- Donmork
I. Projeci Lacatlow: .'l'uwn':!_l_ip - Range » B/W (circle onc), Seetlon . Quarier Sections

J Project Narralive Description—Attach Informntion os Necessary.

Ir.' Aren of Potentinl Efiect (APH) Atlach Copy of U.S.Q1S. 7.5 Mimita Topographic Quadrangle Showing APE.

il. IDENTIFICATION OF IISTORIC PROI'ERTIES

[C] Histerlo Properties avo located within thic roject APB per 36 CPR 8004, Atiach supporiing materils
] Historlo Properties are riot located within Ihe project APR per 36 CFR 8004  Altach supporting matermls,

MLEINDINGS
[7] No historlo yrapertics wi) bo affected {i.c., nono ispreseut or there mie historlo properties present but ther project wiil have na efftct upon them). Altach

necessary documentation, a5 described ot 36 CPR 860 11. ,
[J 'Lhs propesed undertaking wiil have no adverse effett on one or more historlo properties located vailin the project APT urder 36 CFR 80D 5. Auach necessary

docwnentntion, 23 desenbed nt 36 CFR 800 11,
(3 “rhe proposed underenking will cesult in an adverse effict o one or mora histone propestics and the applicant, or other federally nuilionzed represcutativo, will
consult with the SHPO end other consulting partles to resolve llie adverse effect per 36 CFR 800 6. Attach necessmy documentation, as doscribed at 36 CT'R

£00.11, with n proposed plan 1y resolve adverse effect(s).
pute: 07/30/2013

Authorlzcd Signature: 1"&"% L Frotunid
Audroy L. Brodrick

Typs or prini nene:
IV.STATE INISTORIC PRESERVATION OFIKICIE COMMENTS

l}ﬂ Agree with the findlng in seetion L above, .

1 Ghjeet ta tha findwg for nensons indicated in attnched letter "
] Cannot review uniil information 13 sent a8 Qriowy:
Autharized Signatvre. ____ I : Dae: -8/;5}' IB
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Docket No AB-303 (Sub-No 42X)

WISCONSIN CENTRAI LTD PETITION FOR EXEMPTION FOR
ABANDONMENT IN BROWN
COUNTY, WISCONSIN

To:  Cynthia T Biown
Chuief, Scction of Administration
Officc of Proccedings
Surface Transportation Board
395 Li. Street, S.\W.
Washington, D.C. 20024

CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE WITH 49 C ¥ R. PART 1105

1 hercby ceruly that on August 9, 2013 copies of the Environmental Report and Hisloric
Report for the above-captioned proceeding were served on the agencies listed at 49 C.F.R. §
1105.7(b), all agencics consulted in preparing the reports, and on the Wisconsin Historical
Socicly A scrvice list and copy of the letter sent to all such agencies is atiached and incorporated
into this cenificate as Altachment A. The reports have been sent withi the time period specificd,
as Wisconsin Central Litd 1s filing its Petition for Excmption more than 20 days alter it served its
Environmental Repoit and Historic Report  All appropriate agencies as listed in 49 C.F.R. §
1105.7(c) have been consulted well 1n advance of preparing the Environmental Report

1 also certily that a newspaper notice was published on May 18,2013 in The Green Bay
Press Gazette, a newspaper of general circulalion in Brown County, Wisconsin The notices
alerted Lhe public to the proposed abandonment, to possible reusc alteratives, and to procedures
for participaung in the STB proceeding A copy of the text of (he notice 1s auached Lo this

cerlificale as Atlachment B,

DalId this day of Scptember, 2013

Aud | - AutniiC
Audrey L. Brodrick
Counsel for Wisconsin Central Lid
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ATTACHMENT A

Brown Counly, Docket No. AB 303 (Sub-
No. 42X)

Mr Patrick Moynihan, Jr

Counly Board Chairperson—-Brown County,
Wisconsin

PO Box 23600

Green Bay, WI 54301-3600

Mr Patrick Moynihan, Jr

County Board Chairperson—Brown
County, Wisconsin

305 East Walnut Streel

Green Bay, W1 54305

Wisconsin Department of ‘T1ansportation
Hill Farms Staltc Transportation Building
4802 Sheboygan Avenuc

PO Box 7910

Madison, Wisconsin 53707-7910

Via E-mail and U.S. Mail to.
Simon Monroc@noaa.gov
NGS. Infocenter@noaa gov

National Geodclic Survey
Geodelic Survey Division
1315 Last-West Highway
Silver Springs, Maryland 20910-3282
Atlention: Simon Monroe

Mr Gregory Hines, RC&D Coordinator
National Resomce Conservation Scrvice
3071 Voyager Drive, Sunc I
Green Bay, WI 54311-8343

USDA, NRCS, Officc of the Chicf
1400 Independence Ave , SW, Room
5105-A

Washinglon, DC 20250

U S. Environmental Protection Agency
Office of Waler

1200 Pennsylvania Avenuc, N.W,
Washinglon, DC 20460

Mr. David M. Kennedy, Director
OfTice of Ocean and Coaslal Resource
Management

NOAA Occan Service

1305 East-Wesl Highway

Silver Springs, Maryland 20910

U.S. Fish & wildlife Service
2800 Lake Shore Drive East Suite B
Ashland, W! 54806-2427

Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources

DNR Northeast Region HDQRS
2984 Shawano Ave.

Green Bay, Wisconsin 54313-6727

Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources

P O. Box 7921

Madison, W1 53707

National Park Scrvice
Department of [nterior
1849 C Street, N W.
Washington, DC 20240

Mr. Kenneth A. Westlake

Chicf, NEPA Implementation Seclion
US EPA Region 5

77 West Jackson Blvd.

Chicago, 1. 60604

U.S. Army Corp of Engincers
St. Paul District (CEMVP-PA)
190 Fifth Sircet East

St Paul, MN 55101-1638

Wisconsin Department of Administration
Wisconsin Coastal Management Progiam
P.O Box 8944

101 East Wilson Street

Madison, W[ 53708-8944
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ATTACHMENT A

Via E-mail (Kathlcen.angel@wis pov)
and U S. Mail

Coastal Zonc Management

Wisconsin Department ol Administration
101 East Wilson Street

Madison, W1 53707

Attenlion Kathleen Angel

Mr. Sherman Banker

Wisconsin Historical Society
Division of Historic Preservalion and
Public History

816 Statc Street

Madison, WI 53706

Wisconsin Depaitment of IGA Relalions
P.O. Box 7868

101 IFast Wilson Street, 6th Floor
Madison, WI 53707-7868




FLETCHER & SIPPEL 1.c

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

29 Noith Wacker Drive Phane: {312) 252-1500
Suite 920 Fax: (312) 252-2400

Chicago, Illinols 606062832 www.{letcher-aippel.com

AUDREY L. BrRODRICK
(312) 252-1518
August 9, 2013

ubsradrick@!lerchersippel.com

Mr. Patrick Moynihan, Ji.
County Bomd Chairperson—Brown County, Wisconsin

305 Bast Walnut Street
Green Bay, W1 54305

Re:  Docket No. AB-303 (Sub-No. 42X)
Wisconsin Central Lid. — Ahandonment
Exemption — In Brown County, Wisconsin

Dear Mr. Moynihan:

On or after August 30, 2013, Wisconsin Central Ltd ("WCL") expects to file with
the Surface Transporiauon Board a petilion fon exemption for the abandonment of WCI.’s
reilroad line extending fiom MP 97 75 and ending at MP 98.08 in Brown County, Wisconsin, a
distancc of approximatcly 033 miles. Your review of and comments on this project were
peviously requested by leticr dated Apnl 18, 2013,

in sccordance with 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7(b) and 1105.11, we are providing for
your information the enclosed Envitonmental/Hisloric Report which will accompany the petition
for cxcmption and which describes the proposed action and any cxpected environmental or
historic effects. The Reporl also includes a map of the affected area

We aic providing this report so that you may review the informalion thal will
form the basis for the Board's independent environmental analysis of this proceeding, If any of
the information 1s misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions aboul the Bomd's environmentnl review piacess, please contact the
Office of Environmental Analysis at the following address.

Surface Transportation Board
Office ol Environmental Analysis
395 [ Street, S W, Room 1106
Washington, DC 20423-0001
(202) 245-0295

Your comments should reference Docket No. AB-303 (Sub-No. 42X) and, if
wiillen, should include a copy to the undersigned. DBecausc the applicable statules and
regulations imposc stringenl deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to the
Officc of Environmental Analysis would be appreeiaied within three weeks.



http://www.flctcher'aippul.com

FLETCHER & SIPPEL LLc

Mr. Pairick Moynihan, Jr.
County Board Chaiiperson-Brown County, Wisconsin

August 9,2013
Page 2

Yow comments will be considered by the Board in eveluating the environmental
and historic preseivation impacls ol the contemplated action. T therc are any questions
concerning this proposal, you should feel five to contact me directly at 312-252-1518. Thank
you for your assisiance on this matter Kind regards.

Very truly yours,

/!g.,wuq L - bwiwv Ja

Audrey I, Brodiick
Altorney for Wisconsin Cenlial Lid.

ALB:dg
Enclosuie
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ATTACIIMENT B

NOTICE
THIS NOTICE IS A CORRECTION FROM A NOTICE THAT RAN ON AI'RIL 26, 2013

Wisconsin Central Lid. gives notice that on or afler June 7, 2013 1L intends to file with the Surface
Transportation Board, Washington, DC 20423, a petition lor exemption under 49 U.S C 10502 from the
prior approval requiremenis of 49 U.S.C. 10903, et seq , pernutling the abandonment of a 0 33 mile line
ol railroad between railroad milepost 97.75 near Pine Sirect, noith to railroad milepost 98 08 which
traverses through United States Postal Service ZIIPP Codes 54208 in Denmark, Brown County, Wl The
procceding will be docketed ns No. A3 303 (Sub-No. 42X).

The Board's Office of Bnvironmental Analysis (OLA) will generally prepare an Environmental
Assessment {EA), which will normally be available 60 days afier the filing of the petition for exemplion.
Commenits on envuonmental and cnergy matters should be filed no later than 30 days afier the EA
becomes available 1o the public and will be addressed in a Board decision Interested persons may oblain
a copy of the EA or make inquines regarding envirommental matters by witing to OCA, Surlace
Transportation Board, Washinglon, DC 20423 or by calling SEA nt 202-245-0295

Appropriate offers of financial assistance 1o continue rail service can be filed with the Board. Requests for
environmental conditions, public usc conditions, or rail bankmg/irails usc also can be filed with the
Board. An onginal and 10 copies of any pleading that raises matters other than environmental issues
(such as trails use, public use, and offers of finuncial assistance) must be filed directly with the Board's
Section of Admmistration, Oflice of Proceedmngs, 395 E Street, SW., Washington, DC 20423-0001 |Sce
49 CFR 1104.1(a) and 1104 3(a) ], and one copy must be served on applicant’s representative [Sec 49
CFR 1104.12(u) 1 Questions regarding offers of lnancial assistance, public use or tmils use may be
directed to the Board's Office of Public Assistance, Governmenta] Affairs, and Compliance at 202-245-
0238 Copics of any commenis o1 requests for conditions should be served on the applcunt's
representative: Fleicher & Sippel LLC, Attention Audrey . Brodnick, 29 N. Wacker Dr, Swmitc 920,
Chicago, IL 60606.
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